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! Head-Ryarters, New-Yock, SFuly 8, 1781,
‘ My Lerp,

Y AM this moment honored with your Lord-
thip’s letter, by Enfign Amiel, of the 3oth ultimo,

and am happy to be informed you have had anoppor=

tunity of defiroying fuch 2 Quantity of arms and

public ftores, the lofs of which muft be very heavily

| felt by the enemy. .

| By your Lordfhip’s an{wer to my letters of the.
| 11th and ; gth nltimo, (which are the only ones you
" ackmowledge the receipt of, and in which I made 2
requifition for fome of the corps ferving in the Che-.
. fapeak, if yox could fpare them.) 1 am to underftand
that your Lordthip does not think that, with the
remainder (which- would have amounted to at leaft
 four thoufand, fuppofing even th¥n you fent. me
. three thoufand) you could maintain the pofts I hid
propefed to be occupied at York-Town, &c, fo.
‘neceflary, n every relped, to cover our fleet and
_ {friuc us entise command over, the entrance of that Bay,

therefore think proper to mention to your Lord~
_ | ~ fhip

L
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thip, that whatever my ideas may have been of the
force fufficient to maintain that ftation, and the cor-
refponding one on the Gloucefter fide, your Lordthip
was left the fole judge of that fufficiency to the whole
amount of the corps under your immediate orders in
Virginia;---nor did I mean to draw a fingle man from
you, until you had provided for a refpectable defen-
five, and retained a fmall corps for defultory water
expeditions, for my requifition was made after the
receipt of your Lordthip’s letter of the 26th May;
from which I apprehended that you had no immedi-
ate operation of your own to propofe, and did not
think it expedient to adopt the one I had recommend-
ed to General Phillips. But I confefs, I could not

- conceive you would require above four thoufand, ina

ftation wherein General Arnold had reprefented to

me (upon report of Calonel Simcoe) that two thou-

fand men would be amply f{ufficient; and being
ftrongly imprefled with the necefiity of our holding a

naval ftation for large fhips as well as fmall, and

judging that York-Town was of importance for fe~
~ curing fuch a one, I cannot but be concerned that

~ your Lerdfhip fhould {o fuddenly lofe fight of it, pafs
James River, and retire with your army to the fickly
poft of Portfmouth, where your horfes will, 1 fear,
be ftarved, and a hundred other incoaveniences will

attend you ; and this, my Lord, as you are pleafed to

~ fay, becaufe you were of opinion that it exceeded your
power, confiftent with my plans, to make fafe defen-
five pofts . there and at Gloucefter.---My plans, my
Lord, were to draw from Chefapeak, as well for the-

fake of their health, as for a neceflary defenfive in

‘this important poft, fuch troops as your Lordfhip

could -
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could fpare from a refpectable defenfive of Yeork,.
Gloucefter, or fuch other ftation as was proper to
cover line of battlethips, and frecm zll the other fer-
vices I had rccommended; but I could not pofiitly -
mean that your Lordthip fhould for this give up the

~ hold of a ftation-fo unportmt for the purpofes i de-

figned, and which I think La Fayette will immedi-
ately feize and fortify the moment he hears you have
repafled James River ;---for though I am te fuppofe
the enemy will be as little able to defend it with ﬁvc
thoufand men as your Lord{hanudges yourfelt to "be,

“and of courfe may, be forthefamercatons, d:fpcﬁcﬁ’cd

I fhould be forry to begin with a fiege the operations:
I am determined to carry on in Chefapeak whene-
ver the feafon will admit of them; I will therefore

- confult Rear Admiral Graves on this fubjeé, and let
- your Lord(hip have our joint opinions in confequence.

WitH regard to Portimouth, ycur Lordfhip will

~ have feen by my former letters and the papers in your

pefleflion, that when I fent General Leflie to the
Cheafapeak I only withed for a ftation to cover our
cruizing frigates and other fmall thips: That Gene-
ral Officer thought proper to make choice of Fortf-
mouth, and had I doubt not, geod reafons for fo
doing. But it has ever been my (gmxon, that if 4
better could befound, efpzcially fof covering line of

battle fhips, it ought to have the preference; and I
think if Old Point Comfort will fecure Hamptou-
Road, thatis the ftation we ought to choofe---for, if
~Elizabeth River is at ail kept, a {fmall poft for about
'threc hundred men at Mill Point, would, in my
opinion, anfwer. But as to'quitting the Chefapeak
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| entirely, Fcannot cntertain 2 thought of fuch a mea-
fuge; but fhall moft probably, on the contrary, fend

there as foon as the feafon returns for a&ing in thas.
climate, all the troops which can poflibly be fparcd
from the different pofis under my command. I
therefore flatter myfelf, that even although your
Lordfhip may have quitted York, and detached troops
to me, that you will have a fufhiciency to re-occupy
it, or that you will at Jeaft hold Old Point Comfort, .
if it is poffible to do it without York. '

. By the letters brought to me from the Minifter, by

~ the laft packet, I underftand that three battalions,

originally deftined for this army, are to accompany
Sir George Rodney, in cafe De Grafle comes on this
coaft; from whencelam to conclude he will be cer-

 tainly followed by that Admiral. I am likewife told

that nearly two thoufand two hundred German re-
cruits and auxiliary troops may be hourly expected to,

~ grrive bere.

i ’ ' ,
Head-Qz;arier:, .NeweT ork, _‘fub' 10, 1781. -

"My Lorp,

T A M juft rj:turfxcd from having a conference with.
J Rear Admiral Graves, in confequence of your

Lordfhip’s letter of the goth ult. and we arc both
clearly of opinion that it is abfolutely neceflary we -

‘fhould hold a flation in Chcfaieak for thips of the
line as well as frigates; and:t e Admiral feems to

tbink; that fhould the enemy poflefs: themfelves of
0O1d Point Comfart, Elizabeth River could no longar
| be

LY
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‘e of any ufe to us, as a ftation for the frigates :* He |
-therefore judges that Hampton Road is the fitteft fa- 1
tion for all thips, in which yeur Lordfhip will {oe by
the papers in your pofleffion, 1 likewife sgree with -
‘him. 1t was moreover my opinion that the pofiel- -
fion of York-Town, even though we did not :poflefs
Gloucefter, might give fecuritiy to the works we
-might have at Old Point Comfort, which I wnderftand
decures Hampton Road.

I nap flattered myfelf, that, after giving me as.
~ nearly three thoufand men as you ecould fpare, y8u
~ Lordthip might have had a fufficiency, not only w
maintain thofe pofts, bat to {pare fur defubtory expe-1
ditions, for {'had no other plans in view than to draw
for the.defenceof this poft, and operations inits-neigh-

- bourhood, fuch troops as<could bedpared from your ar- |
1y, sfter leaving an ample defentfive to duch fations 5

as your Lordfhip might judge proper to occupy, and

2 fmall moving corps for defultory water expeditions

- during the fammer months, in which no ether might
- be preper in that uﬂ'hcdltbg climate. But as your
. Lordfhip feems to think that you.can an.no degrec

- comply withmy requifition for troops, and at the fame

~ time cftablith a poft capabic.of giving proteQion to
thips of war; and it is probable, from-whzt you erite
e, that you may have repaffedjames:Riverand getice
ed to Portfmouth : . I beg leave’to requeft that you
will, without lofs of time, examine Qld. Point Com-
fort, and fortify it, detaining fuch troops as you may
- think neecffary for that purpofe, and garrifoning it af-
terwards. - But if it thould ‘be your Lordthip’s opinion,
- that Old Point Comfort cannot be held without hav-
o ing




ing- pofleffion of York, for in this ca‘fc Gloucefter may

perhaps be not {o material, and that the whole can-
not be done with lefs than feven thoufand men, you
are at fulk liberty todetain all the troops now in Che-

fapeak, which, 1 believe, amounts to {fomewhat more

than that number ; which very liberal conceflion, will,
1 am perfuaded, convince your Lordthip of the high
eftimation in which I hoid a naval ftation in Chefa-
peak, though my whole force in this very extenfive
and important poft is not quite eleven thonfand effec-

tives ; and how far I may be juftifiable in leaving 1t

10 fo reduced a garrifon, time will fhew..

1 AM as much mortified as your Lordfhip can pof-
fibly be at the neceflity there is, at prefent, for leav-
ing you upon the defenfive in Chefapeak ; and your
Lordthip will do me the juftice to obferve, that I have,
for fome months paft, been myfelf content with a

ftarved defenfive, from the defire 1 had to give your .
- Lordfhip as large an army for offenfive operations as

1 could. Therefore, until the feafon for re-commenc-
ing operation in the Chefapeak fhall return, your

‘Lordfhip, or whoever remains in the command there,
muft, 1 fear, be content with a ftri& defenfive. And

I muft defire, thatyou will be pleafed to confider this
as a pofitive requifition to you, not to detain a greater
proportion of the troops now with you than what

may be abfolutely wanted for defenfive operations,’ as
betore mentioned. | .

WaeN, therefore, yoﬁr Lordfhip has finally deter-
mined upon the force you

works as you fhall erect. at Point Comfort, and.the
| | number

think fufficient for {fuch




[ o T
number you judge requifite to cover them at York- |
Town, and for .the other fervices of the Chiefapeak
during the unheualthy feafon, you will be plcafcd to
fend me- the remainder.  Your Lordfhip will obferve
by this, that I do not fee any great neceffity for hold-
‘ing Portfmisuth while you have 0ld Point Comfort ;
for fhould a ftation on Elizabeth Riverbe judged ne-
ceffary, I think Mill Point will anfwer every necefla-

- 1y purpofe of covering frigates, -&c. B .

| I have the honor to be, |
| ' Your Lordfhip's e
o Moft obedientand h -
‘ o Moft humble Servant, |
~ (Signed) IH. CLINTON.

- Lieutenant General
Eari Cornwallss.

/

Extragt of a Letter from Lieutenant General Earl
Cornwallis to bis Excellency General Sir Henry Clin-
ton, K.B.&c.6c. &c.datedCobbam, July 8tb, 1781.

k@ } L} Vs Ty e ¥

E MUST igain take the liberty of calling your
Excellency’s ferious attention to the queftion of
the utility of a defenfive roft in this country, which
cannot have the fmalleft influence on- the war in
Carolina, and which only gives us fome acres of an
unhealthy fwamp, and is for ever liable to become a
prey to a foreign enemy, with a temyporary fuperiority
| at Tea. Defultory expeditions in” the Cheafapeak,
¢ may be undertaken from New-York, with as much
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eafe, and more fafety, whenever there is reafon to
fuppole that our naval force is likely to be fuperior .
for two or three months. R

.

Hzad-Quarters, New-York, Fuly 15, 1781.

My Lorp,
N TIL I had the honor to receive your Lord-
fhip’s letter of the 8th inftant, I had flattered
my[elf that upon reconfidering the generat purport of
our correfpondence, and General Phillips’s papers in
your pofleflion, you would at leaft have waited fora
fine from me in anfwer to your letter of the zoth ul-

timo, before you finally determined upon f{o ferious

and mortifying a move, as the repafling James River,

and retiring with youy army to Portfmouth. ~And I
was the more induced to hope that this would have
been the cafe, as we both feemed to agree in our opi-
nions, of the propricty of taking a Lealthy ftation on

the neck between York and James Rivers, for the

- purpofe of covering a proper harbour for our line of

battle fhips, and 1 am perfuaded your‘Lord(hip will

be fenfible, that in all my letters I clearly leave you

at full liberty to detain any part or even the whole of

(he troops I folicited you. to {end me, thould your Lord-"

fhip have determined on any folid operation of your
own in Virginia, or elfe where, or f{hould you have

adopted the one I bad recommended in the upper Che- |

fapeak, or even fhould you have_judged thcir continu-

~ance with you neceflary until the ftations you might

think proper to take were rendered rq/peﬁaély defen-

" five. Your letter cf the 3oth ultimo, in which your

Lord(hip







